
1

Clean Cities

Linda Bluestein
DOE Clean Cities Co-Director
Linda.Bluestein@ee.doe.gov

State Transportation Fleet Adoption of AFVs
Austin, TX
April 18, 2016



2

Clean Cities Mission

Energy, Environment, and 
Economic Security
Driving Sustainability with Clean Fuels and Advanced Vehicles
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Our Technologies

• Alternative fuels
o Biodiesel
o Compressed and liquefied natural 

gas (CNG/LNG) 
o Electricity
o Ethanol (E85)
o Hydrogen
o Propane

• Fuel economy
o Eco-driving 
o Hybrids

• Idle-reduction
• Smart Mobility

Photo courtesy of East Tennessee Clean Fuels
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Clean Cities Goals and Accomplishments

Annual Clean Cities 
Petroleum Reduction

Clean Cities has displaced 
6.5 billion GGE cumulatively 
from 1993-2014

Goal to reduce petroleum by 
2.5 billion GGE annually 
by 2020

In 2014 alone, the program:

Reduced petroleum use by 
1 billion GGE

Prevented 6.6 million tons of 
greenhouse gas emissions 
(Equivalent to removing 1.5 
million cars from the road)

Put over 600,000 alternative 
fuel vehicles on the road

1,000,000,000 Gallons Saved Annually

2.5 Billion

1994 2014                  2020

Clean Cities: Reduc ing  Amer ica ’s  O i l  Dependency
A B i l l i on  Ga l lons  a t  a  Time
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National and Local Partnerships

Building Partnerships to Cut Petroleum Use and 
GHG Emissions in Transportation
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National Level – 5 Major Activities

Identification & Tracking of Essential Program Metrics

Competitively-Awarded Financial Assistance

Technical & Problem Solving Assistance

Coalition Training and Stakeholder Coordination

Consumer Information, Outreach, & Education
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Alternative Fuels Data Center

Clean Cities’ Tools, Publications, & Data

Fueleconomy.gov

1.4 million users (2014)

6.3 million page views
49.7 million users (MY2014)

370 million users since 1999
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AFDC: Case Studies
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Publications & Outreach

Hybrid and Plug-In Electric Vehicles fact sheet

Plug-In Electric Vehicle Handbooks 

• Consumers

• Fleet Managers

• Station Owners

• Electrical Contractors

• Workplace 

EV Deployment Case Studies

• Raleigh

• Oregon

• Los Angeles

• Many more in case study database
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Information Resources: AFDC Station Locator
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AFDC Tools 

www.afdc.energy.gov/tools
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AFDC Tools 

www.afdc.energy.gov/tools
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AFDC Tools 

www.afdc.energy.gov/tools
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AFDC Tools 

www.afdc.energy.gov/tools
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AFDC Tools 

www.afdc.energy.gov/tools
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Financial Assistance: other recent Clean Cities awards

 Plug-in electric vehicle projects
• $8.5 million (FY11-12)
• 16 projects across 24 states and DC
• Publicly releasable and replicable 

community plans
• Lessons learned report

 Addressing all alternative fuels
• $11.1 million (FY12-13)
• 20 projects
• Policy implementation, barrier 

reduction, safety and training, 
market development

36 Community Readiness Projects

11 Clean Cities Alternative Fuel Vehicle deployment projects ($6M – FY14-15)

• Driver Experience/Demonstration projects - Improve potential buyers' 
experiences with alternative fuel and plug-in electric vehicles 

• Safety and Technical Training projects for first responders, public safety 
officials, and critical service providers

• Integrate alternative fuels into emergency response, resiliency plans, and 
preparedness operations
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Financial Assistance: 2016 Announcements

 CALSTART – (focus on ZEV/MOU states)
• Develops a cooperative EV 

purchasing process for state and 
local government fleets

• Goal of facilitating 10,000 EV sales 
annually

 National Assn. of Regional Councils
• Develops national and regional 

group contracting agreements
• Includes multiple EPACT 

defined alternative fuel vehicle 
types

2 Aggregate Purchasing Project awards ($ 3.0M) – FY15 announced Jan 2016

FY16 broad FOA – Two Deployment topics (out of 11); 

• EV Everywhere Plug-In Electric Vehicle Local Showcases ($ 2.5M) – seeks to 
establish local demonstration centers that will provide a hands-on consumer 
experience and in-depth education for commercially available PEVs and EVSE. 

• Alternative Fuel Vehicle Workplace Safety Programs  ($ 1.5M) – to provide 
safety training and workshops related to garage facility/building upgrades 
that are required for gaseous fuels (natural gas, propane, and hydrogen).

Cong. Dir. FOA ($ 10M) – Alt-Fuel Vehicle Community Partner Projects
• Planned for FY16 FOA - Final project scope and details TBD
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Clean Cities Coalitions

Funding Assistance
Coalitions help fleets find funding for purchasing alternative fuel 
vehicles or installing fueling infrastructure.  Northern California 
Coalitions work together to host a Funding Workshop that 
educates fleet managers about financial assistance opportunities 
and best practices for writing grants.

Photo from Amanda Meroux , Sacramento Clean Cities
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Idle Reduction
Through Utah Clean Cities' Turn Your Key, Be Idle 

Free program they have developed a bus driver curriculum, 
hosted an Idle Free Fleets Conference, and organized a 

September Public Awareness Campaign. They also work on Truck 
Stop Electrification so truck don't idle overnight.

Photo from Robin Erickson, Utah Clean Cities

Clean Cities Coalitions
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Through Wisconsin Clean Cities’ Smart Fleet 
program, the coalition provides fleets a 
planning tool for reducing their carbon 
footprint and outlines different options 
available specific to the fleet’s needs.

Advising Fleets on Petroleum 
Reduction Strategies

Clean Cities Coalitions
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Massachusetts Clean Cities was 
instrumental in finalizing an MOU 
between the State and Nissan 
showing the State’s commitment to 
electric vehicles (EVs). Many coalition 
stakeholders are involved in the EV 
task force which supported the 
Massachusetts EV rebate.

Impacting State and
Local Policy

Photo from Stephen Russell, Massachusetts Clean Cities

Clean Cities Coalitions
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Clean Cities Coalitions

Photo from Stephanie Weisenbach, Iowa Clean Cities

Technical Assistance
Iowa Clean Cities provided 
technical assistance to 
stakeholders, Sioux Per 
Center Shell Station and its 
anchor fleet Meerdink
Trucking, as they developed a 
new public CNG station. 
Clean Cities helped them 
make key contacts at the 
state level and get approvals 
in a timely manner.
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Clean Cities Coalitions

Photo from Colleen Kettles, Central Florida Clean Cities Coalition

The Central Florida Clean Cities Coalition organizes trainings for the Florida AFV Safety Training 
Network to educate first responders on safety procedures when dealing with electric and gaseous 

vehicles.  

Alternative Fuel Trainings for First Responders, Fleet Technicians, 
Drivers, etc. 
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Clean Cities Coalitions

Photo from Jonathan Overly, East Tennessee Clean Fuels

East Tennessee Clean Fuels participated in National Drive Electric Week by hosting a vehicle 
display at the University of Tennessee. They raised awareness of the availability of plug-in 

vehicles and promoted the benefits of driving electric.

Public Outreach
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Clean Cities Coalitions
Networking and Stakeholder Education

Coalitions host events that provide opportunities for stakeholders to network, learn 
about petroleum reduction strategies, and form project partners. This Tulsa Clean 
Cities stakeholder meeting was hosted by a local CNG equipment manufacturer so 

the coalition stakeholders can work together to advance the CNG market.

Photo from Robin Erickson, Utah Clean CitiesPhoto from Daniel Jeffries, Tulsa Clean Cities
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How to get involved with Clean Cities

 Browse resources

 Get in touch- contact your 
local coalition

 Become a stakeholder
 Join email list
 Attend an event
 Membership

 Co-host an event
 Vehicle displays

 Partner on a project
 EV Infrastructure
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Important Web Sites and Resources

Clean Cities
cleancities.energy.gov

Alternative Fuels Data Center
afdc.energy.gov

FuelEconomy.gov 

Clean Cities’ Technical Response Service
Phone:      800-254-6735
Email:       technicalresponse@icfi.com

http://cleancities.energy.gov/
http://www.afdc.energy.gov/
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/
mailto:technicalresponse@icfi.com
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